
Dear Students, 

  

How much we learn in a week’s time – about ourselves, about our needs for private space as well as for 

human interaction, about our loved one’s needs (and annoying quirks) … and about distance learning! 

  

Just five days into it, we’ve had very helpful feedback from you students as well as from your parents, 

and your faculty (those teaching this week as well as others) had a Zoom meeting on Friday to discuss 

experiences and feedback. The good news is that if we need to continue this method after spring break, 

we’re going to be well prepared! 

  

This week, classes are going to begin integrating Zoom calls. While we are very glad that we did not 

jump into online classrooms right away last week, we also realize that Zoom calls will help in a number 

of ways, not the least of which is allowing us all to “see” each other and feel a sense of human 

connection in this time rather than isolation and disconnection. While teachers will still strive for their 

assignments to get you outside and away from screens, they can also use these calls to get a feel for 

your understanding/comprehension, allow questions and discussion, and to get feedback from you all.  

  

In order for this to work in terms of scheduling, teachers who elect to use Zoom will be scheduling those 

meetings directly with their classes during the times that those classes would normally be happening on 

campus. In addition to English, Math, world languages and main lessons, each class will have a “class 

meeting” via Zoom at their regularly-scheduled time this week. We have replaced those classes on the 

online schedule for reference. Rest assured! Teachers who choose to use Zoom will not use the entire 

class time for the Zoom meeting! We are testing out the following guidelines this week: English & main 

lesson, approximately 1 hour per class period on Zoom, math & world languages, approximately 45 

minutes per class period on Zoom. In anticipation of these Zoom calls, please work with your parents to 

make sure you are signed up for a free basic Zoom account as soon as possible. Please do not wait until 

Monday morning to do this. Teachers will send the Zoom call links to you via email prior to the call. 

  

Some of the feedback we received from students last week is that many felt overwhelmed by figuring 

out the new methods as well as the amount of work being assigned. Faculty are making adjustments 

accordingly, and we anticipate that the Zoom meetings will help with that as well. Keep letting us know 

how things are working, please! This is new to us as well!! 

  

We also heard that many students are struggling to do schoolwork in a house full of loving family 

members. We have let the parents know about this. Please work with your family to help you create or 

find a quiet space in which to do school work, and help others in the household understand and respect 

this need. You will also need a quiet place with no background noise for Zoom calls. Some of you will 

prefer privacy, while some of you may like having human activity nearby. Please help create the space 

that works for your house with your family! (Headphones with a microphone are also VERY helpful while 

on Zoom calls.) 

  

While the sense of overwhelm (for all of us!) is real, we are also aware that as soon as there is no school 

work assigned over what is now an extended spring break, we may all go nuts! Accordingly, we are in 



the process of arranging electives that you can choose to participate in (or choose to not participate in). 

At this time, various faculty members have offered to create electives in poetry, play reading, drawing, 

other art, reading-based outdoor projects and fitness. Students may also reach out to teachers to create 

independent study projects (which look great on transcripts sent to colleges!) to take up over the break. 

In addition, we will offer at least once-weekly “class meetings” via Zoom to just allow a chance for us to 

“see” each other and connect. Please watch for a formal listing of meeting times and electives offerings 

with descriptions, teachers and times toward the end of the week. 

  

Finally, we would like to acknowledge that everyone is responding to this situation in their own ways. 

Depression, anxiety, fear, apathy, hysteria are all human responses to drastic change and uncertainty. 

Accordingly, we are sharing the message below with everyone. It is from the National Council for Mental 

Health and Mental Health First Aid and includes some great ideas and resources to help you and your 

loved ones to cope during this challenging time: How to #BeTheDifference During COVID-19 
  

To view this email as a web page, click here 

 

Catherine, Greer, Betsy, Laurel 
Tara Leadership Council 
 

https://go.thenationalcouncil.org/v/eb0FnF03000JMd0G36jRL0f

